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and public-spirited leisured class is politically advan-
tageous may well be a matter of dispute. In England
the leisured class dominated English politics from the
Long Parliament until the close of Queen Victoria's
reign. In the easy-going eighteenth century it took
full advantage of its opportunities, and grave abuses
crept in under the cover of maintaining the Revolu-
tion settlement. The vision of even high-minded men
is limited by their circumstances, and the leisured
class has left behind it in England a memory of legis-
lation in the interests of members of their own body
that nowadays arouses some bitterness and threatens
reprisals in kind from those who were so long the
under-privileged. In the United States the Southern
States, and particularly Virginia, were prepared to
supply Congress with senators and representatives
drawn from the body of large-scale landowners, and
did supply them during the first generation of the
Constitution's history. It is worth noting that in this
period the House of Representatives was a stronger
element in the Constitution than it has ever been since,
and that with the transfer of political power to the new
frontier states of the Middle West and to the rapidly
growing commercial and industrial states of the
North-East pre-eminence passed to the Senate in
which the old-fashioned type of American gentleman
continued to sit up to the time of the Civil War. But
though there was nothing in American constitutional
history to correspond to the long predominance of
county families in the House of Commons, abuses
have slipped into American politics under cover of